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In some jurisdictions, the publication of a legal text, which purports to state the law, is not the unauthorized practice 
of law although there is contrary authority, and the publication and sale of do-it-yourself legal forms or kits do not 
necessarily constitute the unauthorized practice of law. 


There is authority that the publication of a legal text by nonattorneys, purporting to state the law, is not the unauthorized practice 
of law! nor is the publication of general legal advice on an Internet website. There is other authority, however, that a nonlawyer's 
publishing and distribution of a bankruptcy manual” and the publishing, marketing, and distribution of a will manual constitute 


the unauthorized practice of law.“ 


The printing and sale of legal forms, with nothing more, does not constitute the unlawful practice of law° as may include the 


publication and sale of do-it-yourself divorce kits.° A lay author of a divorce-yourself-kit who gives legal advice in the course 
of personal contacts concerning particular problems which might arise in the preparation and presentation of the purchasers' 
asserted matrimonial cause of action or pursuit of other legal remedies, and who provides assistance and preparation of the 


necessary documents, is guilty of unauthorized practice of law.’ 
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Footnotes 
1 N.Y.—New York Lawyers' Assn. v. Dacey, 21 N.Y.2d 694, 287 N.Y.S.2d 422, 234 N.E.2d 459 (1967). 
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Sale of books or forms designed to enable layman to achieve legal results without assistance of attorney as 
unauthorized practice of law, 71 A.L.R.3d 1000. 

Ohio—Disciplinary Counsel v. Palmer, 115 Ohio Misc. 2d 70, 2001-Ohio-4108, 761 N.E.2d 716 (Bd. 
Comm'rs on Unauthorized Practice of Law 2001). 

A.L.R. Library 

Validity, Construction, and Application of Statutes Directly or Indirectly Proscribing Unauthorized Practice 
of Law on Internet, 87 A.L.R.6th 479. 

U.S.—In re Doser, 281 B.R. 292 (Bankr. D. Idaho 2002), aff'd, 292 B.R. 652 (D. Idaho 2003), aff'd, 412 
F.3d 1056 (9th Cir. 2005) (unauthorized practice of and deceptive practice under bankruptcy statute regard 
bankruptcy petition preparer). 

Directed customers to specific pages 

U.S.—In re Stacy, 193 B.R. 31 (Bankr. D. Or. 1996). 

Tex.—Fadia v. Unauthorized Practice of Law Committee, 830 S.W.2d 162 (Tex. App. Dallas 1992), writ 
denied, (Sept. 9, 1992). 

Or.— Oregon State Bar v. Gilchrist, 272 Or. 552, 538 P.2d 913 (1975). 

Danger of misuse not sufficient for ban 

Fla.—Florida Bar v. Brumbaugh, 355 So. 2d 1186 (Fla. 1978). 

Sale of do-it-yourself kits 

N.J.—New Jersey State Bar Ass'n v. Divorce Center of Atlantic County, 194 N.J. Super. 532, 477 A.2d 415 
(Ch. Div. 1984). 

N.Y.—State v. Winder, 42 A.D.2d 1039, 348 N.Y.S.2d 270 (4th Dep't 1973). 

A.L.R. Library 

Layman's assistance to party in divorce proceeding as unauthorized practice of law, 12 A.L.R.4th 656. 
N.Y.—State v. Winder, 42 A.D.2d 1039, 348 N.Y.S.2d 270 (4th Dep't 1973). 


© 2021 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government 
Works. 


WESTLAW © 2021 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 2 


